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RETIRING MEMBERS 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I want to make a short contribution with regard to 
some retiring members; I regret that this is the only time I will have the opportunity to do so, because I am 
required on some urgent parliamentary business tomorrow afternoon. 

I particularly want to acknowledge my colleague Hon Norman Moore who, as we know, is due to retire next 
Tuesday. I think we all agree that the contribution made by the honourable member has been outstanding. On a 
personal note, Norman, thank you for your service over the last four years as the Leader of the House. I have 
certainly learnt a lot over that period, and I suppose if I have one regret, it is that I wish we had had more of an 
opportunity to be on the back bench together, because I am sure we would have been great mates! 

Hon Norman Moore: I can assure you, this is the last time I’m ever sitting on the back bench! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Removing the tongue from my cheek, I want to take this opportunity to reflect on what I 
thought was a particularly moving and important contribution by Hon Norman Moore. It was made on 
30 November 2012, and I will quote from Hansard, because I think this contribution speaks for itself and tells us 
a lot about this honourable gentleman. He said — 

If the house resumes before 21 May next year, I intend to spend a bit of time reflecting on the last 
35 years, but there is a rough outside chance that we might not come back before 21 May, so there is 
one person I particularly want to mention today just in case I do not get a chance then—that is, my wife, 
Lee. Some of you may know that we were married about six weeks before I was elected to Parliament, 
so for the duration of our married life I have been a member of Parliament. You all know the effects 
that being a member of Parliament have on your family. It is not a good job from the point of view of 
having good family relationships because you are away so often; particularly if you have a country 
electorate, you travel a lot. Therefore, I want to say to my wife that I am very, very grateful for the 
unquestioned support she has given me over the last 35 years. She raised our children virtually 
singlehandedly.  
… 

I just wanted to say to those people who make up my family that I am extraordinarily grateful for the 
support that they have given me. I wanted to make sure I got that on the public record just in case I do 
not get a chance to say it before 21 May next year. 

If that is any indication of what we might get to hear next Tuesday, I certainly keenly look forward to hearing 
that contribution.  

I also want to acknowledge Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, with whom I have had the honour over the last four 
years of serving on a joint standing committee. This gentleman has performed the job of committee member 
outstandingly well and I have certainly enjoyed every moment on that committee with Hon Matt Benson-
Lidholm. I have selected a quote of his from Hansard during my time in this place; in fact, it was the very first 
day that I served in this Parliament, and I think it best reflects Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm. Upon being declared 
Chairman of Committees on 22 May 2009, he made the following contribution —  

With the indulgence of the house, I firstly thank members for their support. Secondly, I would like to 
pay tribute to my immediate predecessor, Hon George Cash, and thank him for his wise counsel. During 
the past four years I have learnt much from his professionalism, equanimity and fairness, and I hope I 
can discharge my duties in a similar style. 

He then goes on to say — 

I also indicate to members that I will carry out my duties without fear or favour. 

From my perspective, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm did exactly as he said he would do on 22 May and I applaud 
him for that.  

I also acknowledge Hon Helen Bullock who will also retire next Tuesday. I had the opportunity to serve with her 
on the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People for most of the last four 
years and, like Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, I found her an excellent committee member to work with. I very 
much appreciated her contribution, and her sincerity and diligence in the task at hand. I especially appreciated 
her contribution on 22 September 2010 in what was a very contentious debate in this house, and, unlike the rest 
of us, me in particular, who spoke for an extremely long time, this honourable member, in my view, said exactly 
what needed to be said in one minute. This was the contribution of Hon Helen Bullock — 
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The Voluntary Euthanasia Bill raises the question of whether our election to Parliament gives us the 
right to sanction the killing of other human beings in circumstances other than self-defence or the 
defence of the nation. This is not a difficult question. The answer is simple. No. We do not have such a 
right. We do not have the right to sanction the killing of our fellow human beings. For that reason alone, 
I oppose the bill. 

I thank Hon Helen Bullock. In my opinion, Parliaments around the globe will most probably quote that particular 
speech because of its succinct, concise and correct nature. 

Lastly, in the limits of the time I have, I want to make a few remarks with respect to Hon Ed Dermer. In the 
network and circles in which I operate, Hon Ed Dermer is held in the highest of regard. He has obviously had a 
very distinguished parliamentary career, and, as with the preceding members I have mentioned, I regret he will 
not be continuing next Wednesday when the rest of us have the privilege of being sworn in for a further term in 
the Parliament. Some people who are associated with the Coalition for the Defence of Human Life are 
particularly big admirers of Hon Ed Dermer and I noted in their latest newsletter, which is dated April of this 
year, that they made the following remarks — 

The Hon Ed Dermer MLC (ALP, North Metropolitan) did not contest the election and will finish his 
parliamentary service on 21 May 2013. Ed has been a champion for the defence of human life. He 
strongly opposed the legalisation of abortion and euthanasia; asked useful parliamentary questions, 
including the questions that led to the revelation that 14 babies have been born alive after abortion 
procedures in WA; and successfully led the effort to defeat a bill to allow human cloning in the 
Legislative Council—the only defeat for a cloning bill anywhere in Australia. We will miss Ed’s 
support in the Parliament but wish him and his family well in this new period of his life. 

Obviously, I fully concur with those comments and I thank honourable Hon Ed Dermer for his distinguished 
contribution to the Parliament of Western Australia. 

House adjourned at 9.54 pm 
__________ 
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